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Source: Wisconsin Focus on Energy, www.focusonenergy.com

Product Amount of Mercury

Compact fluorescent bulb 3-5 milligrams

Watch battery 25 milligrams

Dental amalgams 500 milligrams

Home thermometer 500 mg – 2 grams

Float switches in sump pumps 2 grams

Tilt thermostat 3 grams



 More efficient
 Longer lasting
 Lower power 

demand
 Cheaper than LED
 Incandescent “ban”

Don’t throw them in 
the trash!



Source: NEWMOA  at www.newmoa.org



 Fluorescent tubes = 5-10 mg Hg
 Estimated 1,300 million tubes sold in US 

each year = 13,000 kg mercury  (14 tons)

 CFL = 3-5 mg Hg
 Estimated 300 million CFLs sold in US 

each year = 1,500 kg mercury (1.6 tons)

 Mercury from one broken CFL 
 Releases 200–800 μg/m3 mercury 

 Contaminate 1,000 gallons of water
The Freedonia Group 2009
www.ecy.wa.gov/mercury/mercury_bulb_cleanup.html





 Massachusetts (2006)

 Producers educate consumers

 Collection/drop off locations

 Meet annual recycling goal

 Maine (2011)

 Product stewardship program

 Uses existing collection sites

 Free transport and recycling



 Local government, collection 
events, curbside, utility

 State agencies recycle 
mercury lights

 Take Back Programs

 Earth911.com 

 1-800-RECYCLE





Product Stewardship Program
 “Producers” = sell in or into  WA
 Finance the program, including

 Collection

 Transportation

 Recycling

 Public education

 Ecology oversight

 Program starts January 2013

RCW 70.275
Disposal Ban Jan 2013



Product Stewardship Program
 “Convenient” collection 
 Every county 
 Every city >10,000

 Residential lights from anyone
 No charge for drop off
 Limited to 15 lights in 90 days
 Other options

 Mail-back program 

 Curbside collection

RCW 70.275
Disposal Ban Jan 2013



What Ecology is working on…
 Collect producer fees
 Plan content guidelines
 Approve Producer Plan(s)
 Register producers & collectors 
 Work with stakeholders (that’s you!)

Get the word out:
websites, newsletters, 
meetings, presentations



Sign up on the Listserv

Estimate collection costs

Review Plan Guidelines



Kara Steward

 360-407-6250

 kara.steward@ecy.wa.gov

Mercury Lights Product Stewardship Website

www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/mercurylights/

mailto:kara.steward@ecy.wa.gov

